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CHILD CARE — FLEXIBLE OPTIONS 

850. Hon ALISON XAMON to the Minister for Community Services: 
I refer to the inadequate provision of flexible childcare options, including occasional day care, and to the impact 
that this has on many Western Australian families, including shift and fly in, fly out workers. 

(1) Is the minister aware of the level of need in this area? 

(2) If yes to (1), have any strategies been developed to improve the availability of occasional day care? 

(3) If yes to (2), what are they? 
(4) If no to (1), will the minister commit to investigating this issue as a matter of priority? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 
(1) I am aware that there continues to be growing demand for flexible childcare options. 
(2) Yes. 
(3) The state government has supported the delivery of occasional child care, particularly in regional areas, 

in two ways. Firstly, when the Australian government withdrew its funding of occasional care services 
in 2010, the state government provided funding to these services. This represented an increase of 
$268 000 in the state’s contribution to these services. In addition, funding of $9.3 million has been 
provided by the state government’s royalties for regions budget over four years for the regional 
community childcare development fund to support the sustainability of regional community-managed 
education and care services, including occasional care services. This includes support for the 
development of regional children’s services plans. 

(4) Not applicable. 

I certainly understand these issues. When I was a young mother with four children aged five years and under, my 
husband was a FIFO worker. He worked away for four to eight weeks at a time. There was no modern 
technology—no phone contact and there was only “snail mail”. It was very difficult at times, but I had a very 
supportive family. I recognise that times have changed and I am working very hard on the flexibility and 
accessibility of child care. The sum of $9.3 million is a very good commitment by the state government through 
its royalties for regions program.  
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